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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  which  deals 
with  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  large  district 
under  your  jurisdiction. 

Cartmel  Division. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

ALLITHWAITE  LOWER,  allithwaite. — During  the  year 
further  connections  to  the  Council’s  mains  have  been 
made. 

ALLITHWAITE  UPPER,  lindale.— The  mains  have  been 
extended  and  proceedings  are  now  being  taken 
which,  I  am  sanguine,  will  result  in  all  the  available 
houses  receiving  the  full  benefit  of  the  Councils  work. 

HOLKER  LOWER,  flookburgh. — I  need  scarcely  remind 
the  Council  that  the  water  supply  of  Flookburgh  is 
unsatisfactory  because  I  know  that  the  Divisional  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  have  the  oversight  of  this  part  of  the  district, 
are  quite  anxious  to  improve  it.  It  would  be  unwise  to 
contemplate  any  large  expenditure  until  it  has  been 
determined  whether  a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  a 
comprehensive  scheme  may  be  come  to  with  the  Grange 
Urban  District  Council. 
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DRAINAGE. 

ALLITHWAITE  UPPER,  lindale. — I  regret  to  note  that 
no  advance  has  yet  been  made  in  regard  to  the  small 
sewerage  work  referred  to  in  the  previous  Annual  Report. 
The  same  observation  may  be  made  in  regard  to  the 
village  of  NEWTON  in  CARTMEL. 

CARTMEL  TOWN. — I  only  refer  to  the  sewerage  of  Cartmel 
Town  because  it  is  well  understood  that  notwithstanding 
the  engineering  difficulties,  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  is  required.  The  Committee  can 
make  no  progress  in  this  connection  until  the  question  of  a 
general  water  supply  is  settled. 


Hawkshead  Division. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

COLTON,  backbarrow. — The  Divisional  Committee  have 
not  been  successful  in  their  efforts,  during  the  past  year,  to 
prevail  upon  the  two  or  three  owners  concerned,  to  provide 
water  for  their  respective  properties,  but  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  work  will  be  shortly  put  in  hand. 


SATTERTHWAITE. — The  necessity  for  a  public  scheme  of 
water  supply  to  this  village  has  disappeared,  owing  to  the 
excellent  arrangements  made  by  Mr.  Brocklebank  for 
supplying  water  to  his  mansion  and  other  property  owned 
bv  him.  The  Divisional  Committee  are  considering  how 
they  may  assist  the  owners’  of  the  remaining  properties, 
which  consist  only,  of  a  licensed  house  and  a  few  small 
cottages,  to  obtain  a  better  supply. 

DRAINAGE. 

HAWKSHEAD  TOWN. — During  the  year,  complaint  has 
been  made  by  a  riparian  owner,  of  the  discharge  of  the 
effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  into  the  stream  which 
runs  into  Esthwaite  Lake  ;  the  difficulty  is  one  which  will 
have  to  be  met  and  may  well  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Divisional  Committee. 
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High  Furness. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


CONISTON. — The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned 
loans  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a  gathering  ground 
and  for  general  works  of  water  supply  to  Coniston,  and  we 
may  reasonably  anticipate  that  the  work  will  be  well  in 
hand  during  the  forthcoming  Spring. 

KIRKBY-1RELETH,  BECKSIDE  and  SANDSIDE.— The 
Local  Government  Board  will,  at  an  early  date,  hold  a 
local  inquiry  into  an  application  for  a  loan,  and  as 
arrangements  have  been  concluded  with  the  Barrow-in- 
Furness  Corporation,  the  early  Summer  will  perhaps 
witness  the  fruition  of  this  long  comtemplated  scheme  of 
water  supply.  It  is  only  due  to  the  Committee  to  state 
that  the  protracted  delay  in  providing  a  scheme  is  not  due 
to  any  inaction  on  their  part,  but  entirely  to  difficulties 
beyond  their  control  and  I  have  always  gratefully 
recognised  their  earnest  endeavours. 

Low  Furness. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

ALt)INGHAM,  baycliffe. — Boring  operations  are  still  in 
progress. 

i 

DRAINAGE. 

ALDINGHAM,  gleaston. — Doubtless,  during  the  coming 
year,  the  Committee  will  consider  the  expediency  of 
completing  their  sewerage  scheme.  The  sections  already 
carried  out  have  proved  quite  satisfactory  and  the  final 
section  was  left  in  abeyance  from  financial  considerations 
only. 

EGTON  with  NEWLAND,  greengdd. — The  Mount  Plea¬ 
sant  Sewer  has  recently  been  extended,  and  now  receives 
the  drainage  of  the  Vicarage  which  ormerly  discharged 
into  a  subsidence  tank. 
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GENERAL. 


REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE.— I  mast  congratulate 
the  Council  upon  the  arrangements  made  for  the  removal 
of  house  refuse  in  many  of  their  villages.  Coniston  is  the 
only  one  for  which  a  special  Committee  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed,  and  whilst  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  activity  of 
the  Committee  I  think  the  Council  should  require 
periodical  reports  as  to  their  work. 


SWARTHMOOR  STREETS. — Since  drafting  my  report,  the 
subject  of  the  Swarthmoor  streets  has  been  referred  to  a 
sub-committee  so  that  I  need  only  remark  that  I  trust  that 
during  the  forthcoming  year,  something  may  be  done  to 
remedy  the  present  disgraceful  conditions  which  now 
prevail. 


DAIRIES  and  COWSHEDS. — These  are  kept  under  fair 
supervision  and  reported  upon  bi-monthly  to  a  special 
Committee,  the  members  of  which  are  keenly  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  work.  The  condition  of  many  of  the 
cowsheds  is  anything  but  satisfactory,  as  regards  drainage, 
lighting,  air-space  and  ventilation  and  we  can  only  trust 
that,  as  time  goes  on,  these  conditions  will  improve,  and 
whilst  recognising  the  difficulties  which  stand  in  the  way  of 
improving  this  class  of  property,  I  think  it  only  right  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  the  sources  of  our  milk 
supplies  being  free  from  contamination.  The  terrible 
mischief  resulting  from  unhealthy  cowsheds,  can  scarcely 
be  over  estimated  and  justify  strenuous  action  on,  the  part 
Health  Authorities. 
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FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS.— As  I  pointed  out  last 
year  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
Act,  1901,  impose  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  upon  your 
staff.  Details  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Reports  are 
given  below  : — 


Notices  issued  for  Sanitary 
Amendments 
Without  Notices 
No.  of  premises  effected 
Not  attended  to  for  various  causes 
Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s  ... 
Defective  W.C.’s 

Privies 

& 

Ashpits 
Drains 
Gullies 
Slopstones 
Yards 

„  Spouts  &  Ventilators 

,,  Water  supplies 

Various  ... 

Houses  notified  with  Fever 
Houses  Disinfected  ... 

Slaughter  Houses 

,,  „  (Inspections)  ... 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

,,  ,,  (Inspections) 

Factories  and  Workshops 

(Inspections) 

Ashpits  emptied 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for 

Analysis  ... 

Common  Lodging  House 
No.  of  premises  inspected 
Schools  inspected 
„  Disinfected 
Common  Lodging  House 

inspections  ... 


Cartmel 

Hawks- 

I  High 

Low 

Division 

faeadiFurness 

Furness 

Mr. 

Division 

Divisior 

Division 

Brock- 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

lesby. 

Hudson 

EIlwooc 

Tajlor. 

39 

14 

27 

29 

66 

— 

■  — 

102 

12 

■ — 

18 

3 

3 

— 

8 

2 

— 

1 

9 

5 

4 

8 

13 

6 

27 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— - 

— 

3 

— 

5 

23 

— 

— 

11 

23 

3 

14 

13 

— 

— 

6 

6 

13 

4 

36 

15 

— 

— 

— 

78 

96 

22 

32 

lo4 

— 

— 

93 

21 

— 

34 

237 

44 

59 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 

13 

9 

— 

— 

— 

- 

275 

— 

473 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

INSPECTORS  OF  NUISANCES.— In  my  Annual 
Report  for  1902  I  partly  discharged  my  obligation 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  by  reporting  upon 
the  combination  of  the  offices  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
Assistant  Surveyor  of  Highways,  whether  it  was  working  satis¬ 
factorily  or  otherwise.  I  was  then  hopeful  that  the  guarded 
reference  I  made  to  the  system,  along,  with  the  Council’s  direc¬ 
tion  for  the  systematic  inspection  of  villages  and  hamlets  would 
result  in  a  favourable  change  as  regards  our  Public  Health 
administration,  but  my  hopes  were  not  realised,  and  in  my 
report  for  1903  I  mentioned  that  the  Surveyor  and  myself  had 
been  instructed  to  report  jointly  upon  the  subject.  This  we 
did,  and  the  Council  seconded  our  efforts  by  issuing  such 
directions  as  ought  to  have  ensured  the  successful  operation  of 
the  scheme  for  uniting  the  two  appointments. 


I  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  I  should  state 
without  reserve  that  the  plan  of  combining  the  two  offices,  has 
in  my  opinion,  entirely  failed  to  secure  the  advantages  which 
it  was  hoped  would  be  derived  therefrom.  I  do  not  desire  to 
reflect  upon  the  Officers  in  question,  all  of  whom  in  their  se\eral 
ways,  devote  themselves  unsparingly,  as  regards  time  and  energy 
to  the  work  of  the  Council,  but  month  by  month  the  evidences 
of  their  application  to  Public  Health  work  is  less  manifest. 
The  system  of  dual  control  is  altogether  unsatisfactory,  and  I 
have  always  found  it  difficult  to  complain  of  inattention  to 
sanitary  matters  when  I  have  known,  full  well,  that  the  time  of 
the  Inspectors  has  been  taken  up  with  their  other  duties  as 
Assistant  Surveyor  of  Highways.  This  matter  has  given 
me  of  much  anxious  thought,  first,  because  the  Local 
Government  Board  cast  upon  me  the  duty  of  determining  the 
wisdom  of  sanctioning  an  arrangement,  of  which  their  advisory 
officers  strongly  disapproved,  and  it  is  only  just  to  observe  that 
the  Chairman  and  some  other  members  of  the  Council  only 
agreed  to  on  the  ground  of  economy  ;  secondly,  because  of  an 
appreciation  of  my  own  responsibility  and  duties  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  and  public  at  large  ;  and  thirdly,  because  of  the  care  and 
trouble  which  will  devolve  upon  the  Council  in  altering  their 
arrangements  for  the  administration  of  so  large  a  district.  I 
am  sure  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will,  themselves, 
recognise  the  difficulties  of  the  position,  and  I  should  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  upon 
the  subject. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. — When  the  Census  was  taken  in  the  year  1901 
it  was  found  that  the  population  was  17716,  and  I  think 
we  may  estimate  it  as  being  the  same  at  the  present  time, 
at  any  rate,  any  variation  there  may  be,  must  be  so  slight 
as  to  have  but  little  effect  upon  the  following  calculations  : 

BIRTHS. — I  find  that  390  births  have  been  registered  during 
the  past  year,  producing  a  birth  rate  of  22’0  per  1000.  In 
the  year  1905  there  were  386  births,  at  that  time  the  birth¬ 
rate  was  21*7  per  1000. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  BIRTHS:— 

1906.  1905. 


Births 

Birth-rate 

Births  Birth-rate 

Cartmel 

104 

26-6 

103 

24-5 

Hawkshead 

71 

19-9 

81 

22-7 

High  Furness 

92 

206 

109 

244 

Low  Furness 

123 

22-6 

93 

17T 

390 

224) 

386 

21*7 

Cartmel 

Hawks- 

High  Low 

Total 

head.  Furness.  Furness. 

In  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year 

22 

12 

27  34 

95 

„  2nd  „  „ 

38 

18 

20  40 

116 

„  3rd  „  „ 

20 

18 

27  22 

87 

„  4th  „  „ 

24 

23 

18  27 

92 

Totals  : 

104 

71 

92  123 

390 

MALE  and  FEMALE 

CHILDREN  BORN:— 

Male. 

Female.  Totals. 

Cartmel 

56 

48 

112 

Hawkshead 

35 

36 

71 

High  Furness 

49 

43 

92 

Low  Furness 

64 

59 

123 

Totals 

204 

186 

390 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that  there  is  not  very 
much  variation  in  the  birth-rate,  I  find  that  for  the  past 
nine  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  number 
to  decline,  the  aveiage  being  400. 
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DEATHS. —  During  the  year  1906  there  have  been  249  deaths 
recorded,  the  death-rate  being  ITT.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  245  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13'8  per  1000. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  DEATHS 

1906.  1905. 


Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths.  Death-rate. 

Cartmel 

68 

15'8 

63 

14-7 

Hawkshead 

46 

12  9 

45 

12-6 

High  Furness 

64 

14-3 

67 

15-0 

Low  Furness 

71 

13-0 

70 

13-8 

249 

14-0 

245 

13-8 

Cart- 

Hawks- 

High  Low 

Totals. 

mel. 

head.  Furness.  Furness. 

In  the  1st  quarter  of  the 

year  20 

16 

19 

28 

83 

„  2nd  „ 

„  14 

13 

18 

17 

62 

„  3rd  ,, 

„  11 

2 

10 

10 

36 

„  4th  „ 

„  20 

15 

17 

16 

68 

Totals  68 

46 

64 

71 

249 

MALE  and  FEMALE  DEATHS:— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Cartmel 

35 

33 

68 

Hawkshead 

27 

19 

46 

High  Furness 

30 

34 

64 

Low  Furness 

40 

31 

71 

Totals 

132 

117 

249 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. — In  infants  under  one  year  of  age  I 
find  there  have  been  38  deaths  and  this  calculated  in  the 
proportion  to  the  registered  births,  gives  an  infantile  death- 
rate  of  97'4  per  1000  births,  in  the  year  1905  there  were  24 
deaths  at  the  same  age  period,  producing  an  infantile 
death-rate  of  60‘2  per  1000  births. 


DISTRIBUTION 

OF  THE 

INFANTILE 

DEATHS.— 

1906. 

1905. 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Cartmel 

10 

861 

5 

47-5 

Hawkshead 

3 

42-2 

d 

49-3 

High  Furness  ... 

11 

129-5 

9 

92-5 

Low  Furness  ... 

14 

13-8 

6 

64-5 

38 

971 

24 

60-2 
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DEATHS  OF  PERSONS  OVER  65  YEARS  OF  AGE.— 

In  persons  over  65  years  of  age  there  have  been  101  deaths, 
as  compared  with  53  in  the  previous  year.  These  have  been 
distributed  as  under  : — 


1906. 

1905. 

Cartmel 

27 

14 

Hawkshead 

21 

9 

High  Furness 

28 

1  i 

Low  Furness 

25 

19 

Totals 

101 

53 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS.— From 
diseases  taken  under  this  heading,  leaving  Phthisis  or 
Consumption  of  the  Lungs  as  it  is  frequently  termed  to  be 
considered  separately,  I  find  there  have  been  34  deaths  ; 
in  the  year  1905  there  were  28  deaths  from  the  same  class 
of  diseases.  The  34  deaths  have  been  distributed  in  the 
different  divisions  of  the  district  as  follows. — 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Cartmel. 

3 

7 

Hawks¬ 

head. 

Q 

O 

High 

Furness. 

8 

o 

o 

Low 

Furness 

8 

2 

Totals. 

22 

12 

Totals 

10 

3 

11 

10 

34 

The  death-rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases  is  equal  to  13  6  per 
cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS. — From  Phthisis  there  have 
been  19  deaths  recorded,  which  is  equal  to  a  death-rate 
from  this  disease  of  7'6  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all 
causes,  in  the  previous  year  there  wrere  18  deaths  from 
Phthisis  which  was  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  7'3  per 


cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  other  causes. — 

1906 

1905 

Deaths  frcm 

Percentage  to 

Deaths  from 

Percentage  to 

Phthisis. 

deaths  from  all 

Phthisis. 

deaths  from  all 

causes. 

causes. 

Cartmel  ...  5 

7-3 

9 

Lj 

3T 

Hawkshead  5 

10-8 

2 

4-4 

High  Furness  6 

9-3 

8 

11-9 

Low  Furness  3 

42 

6 

8-5 

19 

7-6 

18 

7-3 

li 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  year  have  numbered  6,  which 
produces  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  ’33  per  1000.  In  the  year 
1905  there  were  13  deaths  from  this  type  of  disease  the 
death-rate  being  ‘73  per  1000.  The  Zymotic  deaths  have 
been  distributed  as  per  the  following  table. — 


Cart- 

Hawks- 

High  Low 

Totals 

mel. 

head. 

Furness.  Furness. 

Measles 

— 

— 

—  . — 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

—  — 

— • 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

—  1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Diarrhoea 

— 

- — 

1  3 

4 

Totals  1 

..  — 

1  4 

6 

Rate  per  1000 

'23 

•oo 

•22  -75 

•33 

Rate  per  1000  in  1905  ’79 

•oo 

1-7  -36 

•73 

NOTIFICATION 

OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Erysipe-  Diph 

-  Typhoid  Puerperal  Totals. 

Eever.  las. 

theria.  Fever,  Fever. 

Cartmel 

25  5 

1 

—  — 

31 

Hawkshead 

4  7 

— 

—  — 

11 

High  Furness  ... 

6  1 

10 

2  — 

19 

Low  Furness  ... 

9  2 

3 

—  — 

14 

Totals 

44  15 

14 

2  — 

75 

Totals  1905 

66  13 

23 

10  — 

112 

From  this  it  will  be  observed  that  although  the  number  of 
cases  certified  is  considerable  beyond  what  one  would 
desire,  nevertheless,  there  is  a  satisfactory  decrease  when 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


TABLE  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  SINCE  THE  YEAR  1897 


Small  Scarlet  Erysip- 
Pcx.  Fever.  elas. 

Diph- 

theiia. 

Typhoid  Puerperal  Typhus  Totals. 
1-  ever.  Fever.  Fever. 

1897 

— 

34 

9 

5 

10 

— 

61 

1898 

— 

15 

10 

9 

27 

— 

1 

62 

1899 

— 

18 

10 

10 

13 

— - 

51 

1900 

1 

30 

7 

8 

13 

— - 

59 

1901 

— 

51 

7 

114 

10 

1 

163 

1902 

— 

70 

8 

17 

8 

2 

105 

1903 

. — ■_ 

33 

8 

32 

9 

— - 

82 

1904 

— 

121 

24 

29 

10 

1 

185 

1905 

— 

66 

13 

23 

10 

— 

112 

1906 

— 

44 

15 

14 

2 

- — 

75 
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SCARLET  FEVER  — Although  the  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease  has  fallen  below  that  of  the  two  previous  years,  it 
is,  nevertheless,  beyond  what  one  likes  to  see.  The  disease 
has  chiefly  affected  the  Cartmel  Division,  and  has  necessit¬ 
ated  the  closure  of  the  Holker,  Flookburgh  and  Newton - 
in-Cartmel  Schools. 

There  was  a  slight  epidemic  in  the  Aldingham  township  in  * 
June,  on  account  of  which  the  Dendron  Schools  were  closed, 
and  in  November  the  Skelwith  Schools  had  to  be  closed,  but 
this  was  due  chiefly  to  an  outbreak  in  the  neighbouring 
County  of  Westmoreland.  The  cases,  generally,  have 
been  of  the  mildest  type,  there  having  been  but  one  death. 


DIPHTHERIA.— Of  the  fourteen  cases  af  Diphtheria  reported 
no  less  than  ten  have  arisen  in  the  High  Furness  Division 
and  eight  of  these  in  the  'Township  of  Kirkby-Ireleth. 
It  is  somewhat  strange  how  the  disease  appears  to  cling 
to  this  part  of  your  district.  I  cannot  think  that  it  owes 
its  origin  to  any  particular  insanitary  condition,  because 
there  is  nothing  singular  about  the  district,  and  I  am  driven 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  must  be  due  to  direct  infection, 
especially  during  school  attendance. 

TYPHOID  FEVER.— Both  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have 
occurred  in  the  High  Furness  Division,  one  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Kirkby-Ireleth  and  the  other  in  the  Township  of 
Broughton  West.  There  has  been  no  special  sanitary 
defect  upon  the  premises  where  the  disease  has  arisen. 


In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  my  colleagues  for  their 
assistance  in  carrying  out  the  duties  entrusted  to  me. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


G.  H.  Patterson, 

L.R.C.P.,  Bond.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Bond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


